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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination, please amend the above referenced application as follows: 



IN THE ABSTRACT: 

Please delete the abstract and insert the following amended abstract: 


— Abstract of the Disclosure 
A disposable lancet device adapted to pierce human skin sufficiently to let a small 
quantity of blood for testing. The device includes a lancet housing, a lancet body displaceably 
supported by the housing, and a piercing tip concealed within the housing in a rest position. The 
piercing tip can be integral with the lancet body or attached thereto. The device also includes an 
actuator for manually displacing the lancet body to expose the piercing tip under applied force 
and a return mechanism that returns the lancet body to the rest position when the manual 
displacement force is removed from the actuator. The actuator can be disabled to inhibit further 
manual displacement of the lancet body and exposure of the piercing tip. Thus, the piercing tip 
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